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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Poetry Night features Pulitzer .Prize-winning poets 
Grand Valley will present an evening dedicated 
to readings and conversation with two of the 
nation 's most celebrated poets. Poetry Night, a 
continued highlight of the Fall Arts 
Celebration, has become an overwhelmingly 
popular event in West Michigan, necessitating 
a move this year to a larger venue, the 
Eberhard Center. 
This year's Poetry Night, on October 15 , 
features two Pulitzer Prize-winning poets: Rita 
Dove, author of eight books of poetry includ-
ing the acclaimed On the Bus with Rosa Parks 
and, most recently, American Smooth; and 
Charles Wright, author of 15 books of poetry 
including the prize-winning Chickamauga and 
his most recent, Buffalo Yoga. 
Poetry Night, sponsored by Progressive AE 
and Charles and Stella Royce, will begin at 
7 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. 
There is no reserved seating, but to determine 
audience size, RSVPs can be made by calling 
x 12180 or sending an e-mail to Patricia Clark 
at clarkp@gvsu.edu. 
Following readings from their works, an audi-
ence discussion with the poets will be led by 
Clark, GVSU poet-in-residence. 
Rita Dove was appointed U.S . Poet Laureate 
and Consultant in Poetry at the Library of 
Congress from 1993-95, making her the 
youngest person and the first African-
American to receive this highest official honor 
in American letters. This year she was appoint-
ed Poet Laureate of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 
Dove 's third collection of poetry, Thomas and 
Beulah , loosely 
based on her 
grandparents' 
life, earned her 
the 1987 Pulitzer 
Prize. Dove has 
read her poetry 
at a White 
House state din-
ner, was featured 
on CNN, on 
NBC's "Today 
Show," in a "Bill 
Moyer's 
Journal" prime- Rita Dove 
time special 
dedicated to her, and on the "McNeil-Lehrer 
Newshour." Other media projects include tele-
vision shows for children about poetry and 
public radio's "A Prairie Home Companion." 
Dove currently holds the chair as 
Commonwealth Professor of Engli sh at the 
University of Virginia in Charlottesville. 
Charles Wright is the author of 15 highly 
prized books of poetry including Black 'Zodiac 
(1997) , which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. Other 
honors include the prestigious Lenore Marshall 
Poetry Prize, 
several National 
Book Awards , 
and the 
American 
Academy of Arts 
and Letters 
Award of Merit 
Medal. In 1999, 
Wright was 
elected a 
Chancellor of the 
Academy of 
American Poets. 
He is currently 
Souder Family 
Charles Wright 
Professor of English at the University of 
Virginia. Wright 's latest book, Buffalo Yoga , 
was published in April. 
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Across Campus 
Padnos International Center 
hosts visiting scholars 
Grand Valley, through the Padnos International Center, is host to seven 
visiting scholars this semester. 
They gathered for a reception in the Regency Room at the De Vos Center 
on October 6. Pictured from left to right are Fawzi Abbas, biomedical 
science from AI-Mustansiriyah University, Iraq; Wanli Zhang, biology 
from East China Normal University, China; Renata Papiez, business 
from Cracow University of Economics, Poland; Dominika Salwa, busi-
ness from Cracow University of Economics, Poland; Haihong Wu , 
chemistry from East China Normal University, China; Wilson Yayoh, 
African/ African American Studies from University of Cape Coast, 
Ghana; and Agnieszka Pichur, business from Cracow University of 
Economics, Poland. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Seven visiting scholars gather for a photo during a reception, spon-
sored by the Padnos International Center, in the Regency Room. 
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Across Campus 
Criminal Justice Education Center 
produces training DVDs for police officers 
requirements , scheduling, and court appearances often prevent officers 
from dedicating an entire day to training. Now entire departments can be 
trained with minimal costs for the department." 
Approximately 18,000 police 
officers throughout Michigan 
will now be able to update their 
legal training by viewing two 
new DVDs produced by Grand 
Valley's Criminal Justice 
Education Center. 
The DVDs give officers updated information and a test on the material, 
which goes into their personnel files to document their legal training for 
the year. The streamlined process will lead to a more efficient workplace 
with a reduction in police complaints and lawsuits, said Steffel. 
The project was funded by a grant from the Michigan Commission on 
Law Enforcement Standards. The DVD set will be distributed to all 625 
law enforcement agencies in Michigan. 
Grand Valley hosts 
occupational therapy conference 
Occupational therapists and OT assistants and students from around the 
state gathered at Grand Valley October 9 to discuss the latest trends and 
issues in their field. 
The 2004 Criminal Law Legal 
Update DVD set consists of six 
hours of training that officers 
can view as a part of their daily 
duties . The lectures are present-
ed in 20 segments that officers 
can watch as a part of roll-call 
training or when calls for 
services are at a minimum, said 
Assistant Criminal Justice 
Professor Jeff Steffel, who is 
featured on the DVDs . 
"They can do this training at 
their stations as their schedule 
permits ," said Steffel. "Staffing 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Jeff Steffel, assistant criminal justice 
professor, leads a Jaw enforcement 
training session. The department 
recently produced DVD sets of train-
ing sessions for each law enforcement 
department in Michigan. 
It was the first time Grand Valley hosted the Michigan Occupational 
Therapy Association Fall Conference, which was held at the Cook-De Vos 
Center for Health Sciences . 
"It was a great opportunity for occupational therapists from all over the 
state to network in our beautiful new facility," said Jeanine Biese, assis-
tant professor of occupational therapy. 
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 11 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly 
during the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/onl ine/forurn/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kedron Bardwell, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 
about the push to get more voters registered for the 
November election and how that may impact the 
presidential candidates. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies, was interviewed by WWJ-
AM, Grand Rapids Press, Detroit News and 
Cincinnati Enquirer about the first presidential debate. 
Roger Moiles , instructor of political science, was 
interviewed by WOOD-AM about the first presiden-
tial debate. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing , was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 
and WXMI-TV Channel 17 about a nursing short-
age study released by the Michigan Center for 
Nursing. 
Sketches 
Eric Klingensmith, coordinator of crisis intervention 
services in the Counseling and Career Development 
Center, successfully completed the Michigan State 
Police Emergency Management Division's 
Professional Emergency Manager Program. 
Carolyn Shapiro-Shapin, associate professor of 
history, was awarded a Sonnedecker Research Grant 
from the American Institute for the History of 
Pharmacy to study the history of the whooping 
cough vaccine in the 1920s-30s. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
philosophy, gave a series of seminars in philosophy 
of science at Brazil's Rio de Janeiro and Campinas 
universities. 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, wrote 
a summary for an International Strength Training 
compendium. 
Paul C. Jorgensen, professor of computing and 
information systems , wrote a chapter on software 
testing for the International Handbook of Electrical 
Engineering. 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis Water 
Resources Institute , co-authored an article , titled 
"Validation and Performance of an Invertebrate 
Index of Biotic Integrity for Lakes Huron and 
Michigan Fringing Wetlands During a Period of 
Lake Level Decline," published in Aquatic 
Ecosystem Health & Management. 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty Bopi 
Biddanda and Scott Kendall conducted research 
on the NOAA's RIV Laurentian, exploring sub-
merged sinkhole ecosystems in the Thunder Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary in Lake Huron. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, co-
authored a paper with recent graduates, titled "The 
Kentland Impact Crater: An Apatite Fission-Track 
Age Determination Attempt," for the Springer-
Verlag Impact Series Mora Volume. 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of geogra-
phy and planning, co-authored an article, titled 
"Possible Implications of Increased Carbon Dioxide 
Levels and Climate Change for Desert Ecosystems," 
published in Environmental Management. 
continued on page 4 
What's Ahead 
Northwest Airlines executive 
to speak on campus 
Philip C. Haan , Northwest Airlines executive vice president-international 
of sales and information services, will speak at a the Seidman College of 
Business Alumni Association breakfast this week. 
Haan 's presentation is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12, in the 
Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos Center. Haan will discuss how 
important alliances with airline partners will help Northwest succeed in 
the face of rising fuel prices and increased security. 
Breakfast begins at 7:30 a .m. and the presentation begins at 8 a.m. There 
is no cost for the breakfast speech, but reservations are required . To RSVP 
or for more information , call xl7100. 
Alumna featured in DeVos Art Lecture 
Jo Hormuth, a Grand Valley alumna and a prominent Midwest artist, will 
give a presentation on her work as part of Grand Valley's De Vos Art 
Lecture Series . 
The event begins at 
5 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 14, at 
Loose more 
Auditorium in the 
De Vos Center. A 
musical reception 
opens the event, fol-
lowed by Hormuth 's 
lecture at 5:30 p.m . 
and a reception at 
6:30 p.m. The lecture 
is open to the public 
and free. 
Hormuth received 
her bachelor 's of fine 
arts degree from 
Jo Hormuth's " Pansies" is on display at the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center in Muskegon. Hormuth will give a lecture 
on Thursday at Loosemore Auditorium. 
Grand Valley in 1981 and went on to become an active member of the 
contemporary Chicago art scene. Her work has been featured in many 
solo and group exhibitions. This year Hormuth installed "Pansies," a 
major installation made of six layers of wool felt and epoxy, in the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon. 
Presentations mark end of 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Two presentations this week mark the end of Hispanic Heritage Month 
celebrations on campus. 
Spoken-word performance artist Ingrid Rivera presents her tale of survival 
through poetry on Wednesday, October 13, beginning at 7 p.m. in room 
204 of the Kirkhof Center. For information about either event, call the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs at x 12177. 
"Lagrimas de Crocodilo/Crocodile Tears" is Rivera's journey through 
sexual abuse, recovery, coming out as a lesbian and raising a daughter. 
Rivera, a black Boricua, speaks around the country on political and 
cultural issues . 
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Her appearance is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
Women 's Center, Out 'N About , Latino Student Union , and Housing and 
Residence Life. 
The first Hispanic American in space, astronaut Franklin Chang-Diaz, 
will appear on Thursday, October 14, during the Professionals of Color 
Lecture Series . Sponsored by OMA, his presentation will begin at 
5:30 p.m. in room 250 of the Kirkhof Center. 
Director of the Advanced Space Propulsion Laboratory at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston , Chang-Diaz has logged more than 1,600 hours 
in space and three spacewalks. 
Student musicians 
take the spotlight next week 
Some of Grand Valley's finest young musicians wi ll take the stage next 
week for what promises to be a extraordinary evening of music. The 
Student Collage Concert , a featured event of the Fall Arts Celebration , 
will begin at 8 p.m . on Tuesday, October 19, in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
It is open to the public and free. 
The concert highlights nine highly accomplished students who are study-
ing under faculty in the Department of Music . Look for more details in 
next week's Forum. 
Holland Campus teams 
with Davenport for blood drive 
Grand Valley's Holland Meijer Campus and Davenport University in 
Holland are co-sponsoring a blood drive at Davenport 's Holland Campus, 
643 S. Waverly Road. 
The blood drive is scheduled for October 20, from 11 :30 a.m.-5:15pm. 
Donors are encouraged to register with Katie Bauman, Meijer Campus 
adviser, by calling xl3910. 
Retirement reception planned 
for nursing professor 
The Kirkhof College of Nursing invites the Grand Valley community to a 
retirement reception for Professor Linda Bond on Thursday, October 21, 
from 4-6 p.m. at the University Club Room in the De Vos Center. 
Bond joined the faculty in 1986 as coordinator 
of the BSN program. During her GVSU 
tenure , she has held administrative roles 
within KCON and taught at both graduate and 
undergraduate levels. 
Bond has degrees from Wayne State University 
and Michigan State University. She has been in 
nursing education since 1969 and taught at the 
University of Michigan just prior to her 
appointment at GVSU. Her research has 
involved families with special needs children 
and , more recently, grandparents raising 
grandchildren. 
Linda Bond 
For information about the reception, call Cheryl Borgman at xl7181. 
···-------------------------
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Through Oct. 29 
Gallery hours: Fall Arts Celebration exhibit, 
"Minomonumentalism/Heroes and Myths . 
The Art of Dimitry and Daniel Kam inker." 
Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for more 
information. 
Mon., Oct. 11 
11-11 :50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture: Plate 
Tectonics and Geology of the Mediterranean 
Sea, Europe, and the Alps , by John Weber, 
GVSU geology faculty member. 101 LTT. Call 
x13728 for more information. 
Tues., Oct. 12 
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association Breakfast: Building a Global 
Route Network Through Alliances. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x 17100 
for more information . 
11 a.m.-3 p .m.: Flu shots . 331 CHS. Call xl2215 
for more information. 
12 noon- I p.m.: Women Center sponsors 
"Unveiling of the Silent Witness" exhibit. 
Cook Carillon Tower. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
12 noon-2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Helping 
Students Take Personal Responsibility for 
Learning. 425 CHS . Call x13498 for more 
information. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Seminar: Reducing Procrastination. 
204 STU. Call x13266 for more information. 
6 p.m .: Women's Center Workshop: The Magic 
of the Milagros. Reservations required. 161 
KC . Call x12748 to register. 
Wed., Oct. 13 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Seminar: Idiosyncrasies of Nonprofit 
Accounting. Lake Michigan Center, 
Muskegon. Call x 17231 for more information. 
9 a .m.- 1 p.m.: Flu shots. HRY Lobby. Call 
x12215 for more information. 
11 - 11 :50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture: 
Positioning West Michigan for the 21st 
Century: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Renewable Energy, by Rich Vander Veen , 
Mackinaw Power Co. 101 LTT. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. KC. Call 
x 12204 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Multicultural Affairs presentation : 
Lagrimas de Cododrilo/ Crocodile Tears. 204 
KC . Call xl2177 for more information . 
Thurs., Oct. 14 
11 a.m.-3 p.m .: Flu shots. 125C DEV. Call 
x12215 for more information . 
12 noon: Women 's Center sponsors Mommy 
Lunches. 161 KC. Call xl2748 for more 
information . 
1-1:50 p.m.: Geology Department Lecture: 
Unraveling the History of South Michigan 
Dunes , by Edward Hansen, Hope College 
geology department. 103 LTT. 
5:30 p.m .: De Vos Center Art Lecture Series: Jo 
Hormuth. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
xl 2564 for more information . 
5:30 p.m.: Multicultural Affairs Professionals of 
Color Series: Astronaut Franklin Chang-Diaz. 
250 KC. Call x 12177 for more information. 
Fri., Oct. 15 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x 12204 for 
more information. 
8:30 a.m .-4 p.m.: Graduate Studies and Grants 
Administration Presentation: How to Find and 
Win Corporate and Foundation Grants. 309E 
DEV. Call x17105 for more information. 
11-11:50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture: New 
3-D Visualization Techniques for Observing the 
Earth , by Paul Morin , University of Minnesota 
geology department. 101 LTT. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.: Flu shots. Lobby KC. Call 
xl2215 for more information. 
VENTS 
2-4 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Creating and 
Modifying Tests on Blackboard. Registration 
required. 115A DEV. Call x 13498 to register. 
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration sponsors Poetry 
Night. EC. Call xl3199 for more information . 
Sat., Oct. 16 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.: Graduate Studies and Grants 
Administration Presentation: How to Find 
and Win Government Grants. 309E DEV. Call 
x17105 for more information . 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Faculty 
Baroque Ensemble. CDC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Small Jazz 
Combos. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. 
Sun., Oct. 17 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Symphonic 
Wind Ensembles . LAT, PAC. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert: University 
Arts Chorale. LAT, PAC. 
Mon., Oct. 18 
7-10 p.m.: Women 's Center sponsors Rape 
Aggression Defense Training. Registration 
necessary. B-30 FH. Call x 12748 to register. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Concert Band . 
LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Fri., Oct. 15 
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Hillsdale. 
Sat., Oct. 16 
1 p.m.: Swimming hosts Blue and White 
Intrasquad Meet. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Wayne State University. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, assistant professor 
of communications, presented papers , 
"International News and Localized Discourse: 
The Representation of Israel/Palestine Conflict," 
and "Diasporic Networks: Configuring 
'Hindutva' in the U.S.," at the International 
Association for Media and Communications 
Research Conference held in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. She was also appointed research chair for 
the International Communication division of the 
Association for Education in Journalism and 
Mass Communication. 
Steve L. Robbins , assistant professor of Liberal 
Studies, gave a keynote address, titled, 
"Unintentional Intolerance: How NICE People 
can Exclude Others," to Western Michigan 
University's freshmen class. He also spoke on 
"Culturally Competent Leadership" at the 
Sunrise Rotary Club in Grand Rapids. 
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